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The Hole in our Holiness, Part 4
Text: Psalm 119:9

As we bring to a conclusion this brief series on holiness, a valid question is, “How?”.  Assuming that we agree on the biblical description of holy as different, how does one become different? Assuming that we understand that the call to holiness is a call to reflect God’s character, how do we, practically, reflect that character?
This the question of our text.
How can a young person cleanse his/her way? Always careful not to inappropriately address a text, I am going to go at this without the age group limitation. This is such an important question that I don’t want only young men and women to consider it. Let’s all ask the question.

How can we cleanse our way?
Before we explore the answer that is in the text, let’s talk about our way. Apparently, it is impure. It would not need cleansing if it were pure. Let us remind ourselves that we are, at core, unclean. Filthy. Unrighteous. Worms. Rebels. Disobedient. Stiff-necked. Hard hearted. Such people need cleansing. As we walk with God, we become more and more cleansed, more and more pure. However, at the start, we are filthy. 
Isaiah 64:6
But we are all like an unclean thing, and all our righteousness are like filthy rags; We all fade as a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away.

The Bible assumes uncleanness on our parts and offers cleansing. It assumes sinfulness on our parts and offers salvation. It assumes alienation from God and offers the opportunity for us to come near to God. This is a problem for many. Some are not willing to admit their filth. Such a person cannot be cleansed. They will admit no sinful state and, therefore, cannot be saved. They will say that Christ died but that death was for worthy beings, not filthy maggots. They would say, “I’m not that bad”. Isaac Watts’ doctrinal hymn, At the Cross has a line in stanza one that disturbs the person who believes they need no cleansing.
Alas! and did my Savior bleed? And did my Sovereign die? Would He devote that sacred head for such a worm as I?
In some hymnals, that line has been changed to
For such a man as I? or
For such a one as I?
The doctrine of total depravity teaches that all humans are born in sin. We are worms from the beginning.
Psalm 51:5
Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin my mother conceived me.
What hope is there for us worms? In fact, ask me, “What hope is there for us worms?”... 
I’m glad you asked. The answer is in the text. Our hope is in the word of God.
By taking heed, according to Your word.
Listen to this simple question and answer from some other versions of the scriptures.

NIV:  How can a young person stay on the path of purity? By living according to your word.

MSG: How can a young person live a clean life? By carefully reading the map of your Word.

NLT: How can a young person stay pure? By obeying your word.

GNT: How can young people keep their lives pure? By obeying your commands.
Most of you listening to this sermon are saying, silently, “duh?”.
“Pastor, I know the Bible is the answer to questions about holiness.”
The hole is our holiness is the gap between our knowing that the Bible is our answer and knowing the bible.
Many believers don’t consistently read and study the Bible. They are not in a small group or a weekly class in which they explore the word of God. Their way is not being cleansed “by taking heed”.
Illus.
From research group barna.com
Bible Users in the U.S. Increased in 2021
The proportion of Bible Users—defined as individuals who read, listen to, or pray with the Bible on their own at least three or four times a year outside of a church service or church event—in the United States has remained fairly constant for the past decade. In typical years, approximately half of American adults reach for the Bible at least occasionally. In 2014, our team estimated that an all-time high of 53 percent of American adults were Bible Users, and the low point of 48 percent was reached in 2019.
Somewhere between 48 and 53 percent of American adults would be described as Bible Users. That’s not an impressive number.
If, according to our text, an immersion in and commitment to the word of God would move us toward perfecting holiness, why aren’t more of us engaged in the study, the reading of the bible?
Illus.
I was chatting with a friend recently. When I asked, “What are you doing?”, my friend responded, “Watching reruns of The Golden Girls”. A TV guy myself, I challenged my friend to name the four main characters of that show and the actresses that played them. My friend did it easily. Some of you here could do that. Let’s do it out loud:
Dorthy Zbornak was played by... Bea Arthur
Rose Nylund was played by... Betty White
Blanche Devereaux was played by... Rue McClanahan
Sophia Petrillo was played by... Estelle Getty 
How did you do?
Many church people could play these TV trivia games all day and score quite well but if I asked them to outline the Gospel of John or to give a clear summary of the earthly ministry of Jesus, they’d hang their heads in shame.

Q: How shall a person, young or old, black or white, Asian or European, Latino or Islander, Presbyterian or Baptist, Anglican or Non-Denominational, cleanse his/her way? 
A: Get into the word of God. God uses His word to shape, to correct, to convict, to strengthen.
Practical tips
 Start slowly. 10 minutes a day. Read a short passage, not more than a chapter of a book. Read through one book of the Bible. The gospel of John is a good start. Take notes. Make observations. Ask questions. The next day, look up those questions on bible.org and read a little more. 10 minutes daily is better than a two-hour bible study every Saturday or sporadically. In verse 11 of Psalm 119 we have that very memorable line, “Your word I have hidden in my heart, that I might not sin against You.”

It is the daily discipline of reading and studying and internalizing God’s word that builds a pattern of cleansing and holiness in a person.


I close with a song I wrote probably 20 years ago. It is a response to the importance of the scriptures in the life of a believer. I believe this book changes people.

The Word of God
1. The word of God is “yea” and “nay”
It means just what it says today
When He says “yes” we celebrate
And when He says “no” we wait
We do not murmur or complain
We make obedience our aim
And give ourselves to life again
The unchanging word of God
Refrain
It is the word that gives us life
The book that changes minds
It is what God has said
Its writers speak, though dead
And we’re made new
By this word of God.
2. We must confess we shun this book
Then speak of what the devil took
But we ignore, put off, forsook
The unchanging word of God
Refrain
It is the word that gives us life
The book that changes minds
It is what God has said
Its writers speak, though dead
And we’re made new
By this word of God.
Amen
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