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The Hole in our Holiness, Part 3
Text: 2 Corinthians 7:1

Let’s review Paul’s intention in this second letter to the saints at Corinth. He writes this epistle:
To defend his apostolic credibility (10:1-2, 8-10)
To help the Corinthians process their response to the “severe” letter (2:3-4; 7:8-9).
To teach on appropriate yoking and partnering (6:14-7:1).
To teach the importance of grace giving (chapters 8 and 9)
As an aside, this is probably at least the third letter to the Corinthians. I Corinthians 5:11 refers to a previous letter to the Corinthians. Therefore, what we know as 1 Corinthians is probably at least Paul’s second letter. 2 Corinthians is, therefore, probably the third letter. He may have even written them other letters that were simply not preserved.
By the time we get to this text in 2 Corinthians 7:1, Paul is laying some of the responsibility for holiness on the Corinthians.
The believers at Corinth have promises to which they must respond.
1:20: For all the promises of God in Him are yes, and in Him Amen, to the glory of God through us.
There are more than 7000 promises in the Bible.
There is the promise, in 6:2, of God’s hearing and helping
There is the promise, in 6:16, of God’s indwelling. Before we proceed to investigate the text, the plural, pastoral language used here. one the words beloved and us in this text. Paul wants to remind the Corinthians that he loves them and that they are in this pursuit of The Holy together. There’s no “y’all” in the text. It’s us.
2.  The believers at Corinth are to cleanse themselves.
Here, Paul makes it clear that purity is not a passive act performed by God on the believer. Purity is also a believer’s intentional choice to be like God. I can hear some skeptic now: “Aren’t we to simply receive Christ and then He purifies us and makes us holy?” “Isn’t it God’s job to cleanse us from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit?” No, holiness is a partnership pursuit. We work with God as God conforms us to His image.
 The reality is that we cleanse ourselves AND God cleanses us.
3.   The believers at Corinth are engaged in a pursuit which is to be perfected. That is, the believers at Corinth are to grow in their holiness. The hole in our understanding of holiness is that we sometimes think we accept Jesus, we get baptized, we join a church, we get involved in ministry activities, we give our tithes and offerings and that spells our being holy folk.
Jonathan Edwards:
“Resolved, never to give over, nor in the least to slacken, my fight with my corruptions, however unsuccessful I may be.”[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Clarence H. Faust and Thomas H. Johnson, eds., Jonathan Edwards—Representative Selections, with Introduction, Bibliography, and Notes (revised edition, New York: Hill and Wang, 1962), p. 43.] 

Illus.
On my first trip to Australia, I preached at a Uniting Church. I asked my host, Dr. Bruce Searle, “Shouldn’t that be the United Church?  He replied, “No, we’re still in the process of uniting”.

Proverbs 24:16
For a righteous man may fall seven times and rise again, but the wicked shall fall by calamity.
The goal is the attainment of a certain state of holiness. Paul calls it perfecting holiness. We may fail our way all the way to holiness. That is, we get it right and we struggle. Sometimes we get it wrong. We press on.
Be encouraged. God is at work in and on us!
Amen
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