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Helped by Hadassah, Part 4
Text: Esther 9:1-32

A reversal observed: 
The maligned become the models (8:17). 
The victims become the victors (9:1-2,5,12-17). 
The peasant becomes prominent (9:3-4; 10:1-3).

A remembrance commanded: The Jews have seen God’s hand, although God’s name is never mentioned in this book. The Jews have seen answered prayer, although prayer is never mentioned in this book.
The fourteenth and fifteenth days of the month of Adar are to be established as days of celebration and remembrance (9:18-21).
Question: Celebrate what? Remember what?
Answer: The deliverance from death, which came through the agency, the instrumentality, of Esther (9:24-28)

Remembering is not only a privilege. It is a mandate. 
Throughout the scriptures, the people of God are warned of the dangers of forgetting what God has done. Spiritual amnesia is dangerous. 
Look at these texts:
Joshua 4:21-24:
21 Then he spoke to the children of Israel, saying: “When your children ask their fathers in time to come, saying, ‘What are these stones?’ 22 then you shall let your children know, saying, ‘Israel crossed over this Jordan on dry land’; 23 for the Lord your God dried up the waters of the Jordan before you until you had crossed over, as the Lord your God did to the Red Sea, which He dried up before us until we had crossed over, 24 that all the peoples of the earth may know the hand of the Lord, that it is mighty, that you may fear the Lord your God forever.”

Psalm 78:1-7:
Give ear, O my people, to my law;
Incline your ears to the words of my mouth.
2 
I will open my mouth in a parable;
I will utter [b]dark sayings of old,
3 
Which we have heard and known,
And our fathers have told us.
4 
We will not hide them from their children,
Telling to the generation to come the praises of the Lord,
And His strength and His wonderful works that He has done.
5 
For He established a testimony in Jacob,
And appointed a law in Israel,
Which He commanded our fathers,
That they should make them known to their children;
6 
That the generation to come might know them,
The children who would be born,
That they may arise and declare them to their children,
7 
That they may set their hope in God,

And not forget the works of God,
But keep His commandments;

In the Tyndale Old Testament Commentary by Debra Reid, she writes,
In the Jewish calendar today, the Sabbath preceding Purim is called Shabbot Zachor (the Sabbath of remembering). On this Sabbath the readings are Exodus 17:8–16 (the instruction to Moses to write down what Joshua needs to remember, i.e. that God will wipe out the memory of Amalek) and Deuteronomy 25:17–19 (the instruction to Israel to remember what the Amalekites did, not forgetting that God will give them rest from their enemies so the memory of the Amalekites will be wiped out). Far from distracting from the story, these verses aid our appreciation of its meaning and historical significance.

Allow me to read Deuteronomy 25:17-19

17 “Remember what Amalek did to you on the way as you were coming out of Egypt, 18 how he met you on the way and attacked your rear ranks, all the stragglers at your rear, when you were tired and weary; and he did not fear God. 19 Therefore it shall be, when the Lord your God has given you rest from your enemies all around, in the land which the Lord your God is giving you to possess as an inheritance, that you will blot out the remembrance of Amalek from under heaven. You shall not forget.

Closing 

Thank you, book of Esther, for this lesson: I am reminded to remember.

Remembering is not only a privilege. It is a mandate. 

Did not our Lord Christ command us to remember as well?
Luke 22:19:
And He (Jesus) took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, ‘This is My body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of Me’.


If I could transport the people of Esther’s day to ours, I’d have them sing with me:

Jesus, I’ll never forget what you’ve done for me 
Jesus, I’ll never forget how you set me free 
Jesus, I’ll never forget how you brought me out
Jesus, I’ll never forget
No, never.

How can I forget what you’ve done for me?
How can I forget how you set me free?
How can I forget how you brought me out?
Jesus, I’ll never forget 
No, never.

Amen
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