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Tell The Story, Part 2
Text: 2 Corinthians 5:20-21

I like metaphors. I am helped by hearing a comparison, or a word picture. I heard a not-so-kind metaphor used to describe a dim-witted fellow. “He’s like a six pack... but he doesn’t have the plastic thing that holds it all together.”
 There are many metaphors for believers in the NT.
Salt (Matthew 5:13-16)
Light (Matthew 5:13-16)
City set on a hill (Matthew 5:13-16)
Fishers of people (Mark 1:17)
Athletes who run a race (1 Corinthians 9:24-27)
Soldiers engaged in warfare (2 Timothy 2:3-4)
Farmers who plant and reap a harvest (2 Timothy 2:6; Matthew 9:37-38)

Now, to our text. Paul uses ambassador imagery twice in his writings: here and in Ephesians 6. In Ephesians he asks saints to pray that utterance may be given to me, that I may open my mouth boldly to make known the mystery of the gospel for which I am an ambassador in chains; that in it I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak.                      
We are ambassadors.
Illus.
Charles Hodge:
An ambassador is at once a messenger and a representative. He does not speak in his own name. He does not act on his own authority. What he communicates is not his own opinions or demands, but simply what he has been told or commanded to say. But at the same time, he speaks with authority, in this space the authority of Christ Himself.

When we tell our story, we do not speak of ourselves extensively. We talk about what God has done in Christ. We articulate God’s appeal to lost people. We become God’s mouthpieces.

Illus.
Carla J. Sands is a businesswoman who served as U.S. Ambassador to Denmark, under President Trump, 2017-2021.
When she lived in Copenhagen, she did not give her own views on issues. She represented Mr. Trump.



From ca.usembassy.gov:
The Chief of Mission — with the title of Ambassador, Minister, or Chargé d’Affaires — and the Deputy Chief of Mission head the mission’s “country team” of U.S. Government personnel. Responsibilities of Chiefs of Mission at post also include:
Speaking with one voice to others on U.S. policy–and ensuring mission staff do likewise–while providing to the President and Secretary of State expert guidance and frank counsel
Directing and coordinating all executive branch offices and personnel (except for those under the command of a U.S. area military commander, under another chief of mission, or on the staff of an international organization)
Cooperating with the U.S. legislative and judicial branches so that U.S. foreign policy goals are advanced; security is maintained; and executive, legislative, and judicial responsibilities are carried out
Reviewing communications to or from mission elements
Taking direct responsibility for the security of the mission — including security from terrorism — and protecting all U.S. Government personnel on official duty (other than those personnel under the command of a U.S. area military commander) and their dependents
Carefully using mission resources through regular reviews of programs, personnel, and funding levels
Reshaping the mission to serve American interests and values and to ensure that all executive branch agencies attached to the mission do likewise; and
Serving Americans with professional excellence, the highest standards of ethical conduct, and diplomatic discretion.


Illus.

Alan Solomont, US Ambassador to Spain and Andorra, 2010-2013, under President Obama:
An ambassador represents our federal government and the American people, but ultimately, you are the personal representative of the President of the United States to a foreign government.


As pertains to sharing our faith, this is a most fitting metaphor. Why?
An ambassador is not antagonistic. An ambassador is never trying to initiate a fight. An ambassador serves a country at the pleasure of the current administration and the ambassador’s job is to represent the sending country in another culture and make friends, not enemies.
An ambassador honors the dignity of those to whom she/he is sent. The ambassador goes in to listen, to learn.

The language here in the text is the language of instrumentality, of conduction. Did you see it? Paul says that when we see ourselves as ambassadors it is as if God is pleading with the world through us. We are conduits. The message of reconciliation comes from God, through the Church.
When we effectively tell our stories, we are the personal representatives of the living, saving God, to this culture.




James I. Packer in Your Father Loves You:

Paul called himself an ambassador because he knew that when he proclaimed the gospel facts and promises and urged sinners to receive the reconciliation effected at Calvary, he was declaring Christ's message to the world. The figure of ambassadorship highlights the authority Paul had, as representing his Lord, as long as he remained faithful to the terms of his commission and said neither less nor more than he had been given to say.

Go tell your story, Ambassador Scott, Ambassador Wood, Ambassador Jones, Ambassador Brown, Ambassador Matthews, Ambassador Smith, Ambassador Grubbs, Ambassador Jancuski, Ambassador Haywood, Ambassador Hilton, Ambassador Williams, Ambassador Fuller……  

 May God be glorified as you tell your story to, and in, a culture that is not your home.

Amen
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