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Tell The Story, Part 1
Text: 1 Peter 3:15
Some things are to be shared.
I shared a womb with my twin sister. I shared a room with my older brother. I shared a bed with cousins when we all got together and we could not each have our own beds. I shared a room in Moseley Hall at Nyack College with Joe Phillips, in college.
There are some things that should not be shared.
Dental floss. Toothbrushes. Dentures. Disposable diapers- baby or adult.  Eeeeeew!
Back to what can be shared: Our faith in the Lord Jesus as savior and life transformer.
Peter, writing to pilgrims dispersed throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia (1:1), says there is a certain posture that should mark believers.
 
God should occupy a high place- Sanctify (hagiazo) Him in your hearts. God is to be a special component of our lives. He is, in our hearts, set apart. God is in a class, a category, all by Himself. The apostle Peter says that we should reverence God.
Recall the line from the Lord’s Prayer: Hallowed be Thy name.

Isaiah 8:12-13
Do not say, ‘A conspiracy’, concerning all that this people call a conspiracy, nor be afraid of their threats, nor be troubled. The Lord of hosts, Him you shall hallow; Let Him be your fear and let Him be your dread.

Our articulated faith should occupy a ready place. Peter says we should be ready to talk about what Jesus has done in us. That is, we should have a well-thought-out statement of faith. Consider writing it out. Memorize it. Practice telling it. In Greek culture and practice the word defense, apologia, is usually used to describe a reply to an accusation. Cf. Acts 22:1; 25:16; 1 Corinthians 9:3. In Acts 22 and Acts 24, Paul gives a clear defense of his faith. We strive to do the same.
Q: To whom do we deliver this statement, this defense?
A: To everyone who asks you
This is where we fail in our outreach, isn’t it? We are rather selective and don't share our faith as freely and as often as we could or should. This text suggests that when people demonstrate even a modicum of interest or curiosity, we ought to be ready. Yet, we are often ill-prepared when the perfect moment for a holy conversation presents itself. The context of this verse is a discussion about fear and suffering. Peter says that when we face threats or trouble, our response should be to present a clear witness to the Christ who gives hope. The word for defense, apologia, does not mean to apologize. Apologetics is that religious and academic discipline of defending the faith. The best apologists both defend and commend the faith. When we tell the story, we are not trying to win an argument. Rather, we aim to win a person to the Lord Jesus.
Let me repeat that.
When we tell the story, we are not trying to win an argument. Rather, we aim to win a person to the Lord Jesus.
Edmund Clowney in The Message of 1 Peter commentary:
For the Christian faith, a strong offence is the best defense; indeed, it is the only defense. Christians defend their faith by proclaiming the gospel, declaring the reality of the resurrection of Jesus Christ in the plan and power of God. That which is foolishness to the Greeks and an offence to the Jews is the saving wisdom of God.
Let’s look a bit more closely at the well-articulated statement of faith. 
Peter says it should have specific content.
1. A reason for the hope. That is, why have you trusted in Christ? When we share our faith or tell the story or have holy conversations or evangelize or give a testimony of our salvation- whatever terms you want to use- we have specific content. We tell the story of our engagement with the Christ.
2. A humble attitude.  Peter wants us to watch not only our assumptions, but our tones as well. Let us be, in the words of our text, meek.
Rodney Clapp, in A Peculiar People: The Church as Culture in a Post-Christin Society, speaks of “proposing rather imposing Christ”.
John, in 1 John 1:1-3 talks about sharing what we’ve experienced rather than a list of evidence or proofs.
We share our reason for our hope with meekness and fear, rather than arrogance and spiritual superiority.
We ought be:  Reverential (v. 15a)
Ready (v. 15a)  
Reasoned (v. 15b)
Respectful (v. 15c)
We must be willing to listen if we also wish to be heard. What are our friends’ concerns about our faith?  We say and believe some things that are scary and nonsensical to unbelievers. When we speak of our faith, we use phrases and concepts that are unique to our faith. We use churchy phrases which might baffle the uninitiated.
Consider how strange these phrases sound to a non-church person:
The Lord spoke to me this morning
I spoke to God about that last week
I’m blood-washed and blood-covered
I buried my uncle at Hillendale Cemetery but, praise God, he’s not there.
We have a worldview, a posture, a stance that is dear to us. We may, however, have to defend that worldview, that posture, that stance. Hopefully, we will have multiple opportunities to articulate that stance. In fact, we look for opportunities to talk about our faith. Peter says we should be always ready.
Over the next weeks, let’s practice articulating our faith journey. Practice with a partner. Let’s polish our presentations. Get them tight, so that when an opening is created, an opportunity presents itself, we shall be ready. We will be ready not to argue, not to impose, but to defend, to present to everyone who asks, a well-thought-out reason for the hope that is within us.
Amen
	1 of 2
