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Tell The Story, Part 3

Every gospel has a commissioning in it, as does the book of Acts (Matthew 28:19; Mark 16:15; Luke 24:46-47; John 20:30-31; 21:15-17; Acts 1:8).
The Great Commission is not a suggestion. It is a command. It is not an option to be exercised only by those who are “into evangelism” or who “have the gift of gab”. Rather, the commissioning of Jesus’ followers is Jesus giving us the task of partnering with God as God brings people to faith. God sent Christ into the world and we get to tell that story. The story we tell is very specific. I offer observations about our story.

The story centers on the good news, the gospel. What is the gospel? The word gospel is the English translation of a Greek word, euangelion, which means good news. The word is derived from angelos, meaning messenger. The gospel is the announcement of the good news about God’s love for the whole world and the demonstration of that love by God’s sending Jesus into the world.
The story is to be presented to the whole world. (Mark 14:9). This text says, “to every creature”. Since we do not know who will be receptive to the gospel and who will not be, we preach the good news to every creature. In Colossians 1:23, Paul refers to this gospel “which was preached to every creature under heaven...”.
The gospel proclaims the uniqueness of Jesus as the way, the truth and the life. We do not apologize for that. Peter makes the same claim of exclusivity in Acts 4:12:
“Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given among men (humanity) by which we must be saved.”
Like the other “I AM” statements, this text in John 14:6 does not say that Jesus is one of several equally valid ways. He is not one of several doors. He is THE door (10:9). He is THE way. He is THE truth. Christ is THE life. In this one statement Jesus invalidates the ways of the teachers of His day. The Jewish leaders were telling people that they had to subscribe to certain rituals to under to get to God. They had to be circumcised or they had to observe certain holy days or they had to offer certain sacrifices. Jesus essentially says, “Those are ways, but they won’t take you to the Father.”
This text in John 14:6 is an answer to the question Thomas asked in 14:5. D. A. Carson says,
Jesus is the way to God, precisely because he is the truth of God and the life of God. Jesus is the truth because he embodies the supreme revelation of God. 
Jesus, uniquely, declares God (John 1:18).
Rabbi Schmuley Boteach said:
I am absolutely against any religion that says one faith is superior to another. I don’t see how that is anything different than spiritual racism. It’s a way of saying that we are closer to God than you, and that’s what leads to hatred.[footnoteRef:2] [2: cnn.com/Transcripts/0001/12/lkl.00.html [2000. January 13]] 

Indian philosopher Swami Vivekenanda said to a World Parliament of Religions in 1893:
We Hindus accept all religions to be true.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Quoted in Paul Copan, True for You But Not for Me, 34] 

 In our current, relativistic, highly tolerant, universally accepting, non-judgmental, egalitarian culture, this is a good statement. 
“Nobody has the absolute truth.” 
“We all bring something valid to the table.”
“It doesn’t matter what you believe, as long as it doesn’t hurt anybody.”
However, we believe the scriptures. If the scriptures are authoritative, then we don't get to decide which parts are to be adhered to and which parts are not. Clearly, historically context will show some passages to be no longer applicable to daily life, such as Levitical laws regarding acceptable and unacceptable foods. However, the statement that Jesus makes about His uniqueness has not been superseded by another statement from God. Our telling our story should include a clear presentation of Jesus as the unique way to God.
Amen.
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