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As Long As You’re Abel
Text: Hebrews 11:4

The story on which this is a comment, is in Genesis 4:1-16.
Genesis 4 gives us several firsts:
First pregnancy
First birth
First vocations articulated
First offerings
First sibling rivalry
First discussion with God about anger
First mention of sin in the Bible 
Jesus called Abel righteous (Matthew 23:35). John said Cain was of the wicked one (1 John 3:12).
Tradition has stated that the problem here is that Cain’s offering to God did not please God (cf. v. 6). It may have been an excellent offering as offerings of that type go. It was simply not acceptable to God.  Scholars say that God preferred an animal sacrifice rather than a sacrifice of grain. When Adam and Eve sinned in Eden, God covered their nakedness with an animal skin. Animals don't voluntarily give up their skin like one takes off a coat. There was a death involved. Some writers have suggested that as God sacrificed an animal as the substitute for the death Adam and Eve should have endured, God was setting an example. Some commentators have said Cain should have known this. Cain was sincere, but presented the wrong kind of sacrifice, say some.
There is much about this narrative that is assumed rather than stated. Verse 4b says that God had respect for Abel and his offering. Verse 5 says God did not respect Cain and his offering. The text does not tell us why. 
This story, as in every other narrative in Hebrews 11, hinges on one’s understanding of faith. Faith is confidence in what our credible God has said and done. Verse six tells us that faith is necessary if we are intent on pleasing God.
God judged the faith of each of these brothers. God was not hung up on the nature of sacrifice: Was it vegetable? Mineral? Animal? One offering was of faith and the other was not. These sacrifices were evaluated on the basis of faith. Abel appears in this eleventh chapter of Hebrews because of his faith.

What does faith look like?
On the basis of this text in Hebrews 11, let me suggest:
A person of faith presents an acceptable offering to God (offered a more excellent sacrifice than Cain). Both brothers offered substance. That is the inference of Genesis 4. Abel presented an offering, by faith, that was acceptable.
A person of faith is marked by visible righteousness (he obtained witness that he was righteous).
A person of faith never stops having influence (he being dead still speaks).
Cain’s name means to acquire; something gotten
What made Abel’s offering acceptable to God is that it was given by, or in, faith.
Proverbs 3:9-10
Exodus 23:19
Dr. John MacArthur and several others have suggested that 
Abel obeyed God’s plan of forgiveness, Cain disobeyed God’s plan.
Abel brought what God wanted; Cain brought what he wanted.
Abel followed divine revelation; Cain followed human reasoning.
Apparently, 
What we give to God matters and ....
How we give what we give to God matters
Closing
As long as I am able, I will conduct myself like Abel. As long as I am able, I will be intentional and thoughtful about what I present to the Lord.
2 Samuel 24:21-24
21 Then Araunah said, “Why has my lord the king come to his servant?”
And David said, “To buy the threshing floor from you, to build an altar to the Lord, that the plague may be withdrawn from the people.”
22 Now Araunah said to David, “Let my lord the king take and offer up whatever seems good to him. Look, here are oxen for burnt sacrifice, and threshing implements and the yokes of the oxen for wood. 23 All these, O king, Araunah has given to the king.”
And Araunah said to the king, “May the Lord your God accept you.”
24 Then the king said to Araunah, “No, but I will surely buy it from you for a price; nor will I offer burnt offerings to the Lord my God with that which costs me nothing.” So David bought the threshing floor and the oxen for fifty shekels of silver.

 As long as I’m able, I will present my offerings by faith, in faith. I will believe God for that which I cannot see, relying on the character of a credible God, rather than relying on my offering.
Amen
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