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Big Boat Faith
Text: Hebrews 11:7; Genesis 6-9
Pastor Stephen Davey of Cary, NC points out, in his commentary on this chapter, that we usually connect bible characters to an event. Daniel? Lion’s den.
Jonah? The great fish. Noah? The ark. Pastor Davey says that we should connect Noah with faith. His is the only mini biography in Hebrews 11 that begins and ends with the word faith.
The text in Hebrews shows Noah to be a man of action. Note the verbs used to describe him:
He was warned of future things.
Many do not heed warnings when given them. All Noah had was God speaking of future events. Noah had no knowledge of these things; no previous experience; no testimonies of those who had seen or experienced rain or floods.
He was moved with godly fear
What is a working definition of godly fear? Genesis 6:9 states that Noah was a just man who walked with God. He respected and reverenced God.
Greek word for fear is eulabeomai (yoo-lab-eh’-om-ahee).  It means “to act cautiously, circumspectly, to reverence, to stand in awe of”.  It is not connected with fright.  This is the only NT use of the word. Noah believed God was awesome.
He prepared an ark
An ark was an unknown object. There had never been one built. This is where faith comes in. Noah does what has never been done. He endures the jokes and the ridicule, all for the saving of his household. Noah cut down trees, measured wood, joined pieces of wood together, applied pitch to wood. None of this had been done before. Even the preparing of the ark is an act of faith.
He condemned the world
His act of obedience to and faith in a credible God condemned all who observed him. It was not that he went about condemning people. Rather, his faith and obedience were indictments upon a watching public. In the preceding sermon in this series, I reminded you that Enoch lived in an immoral culture upon which judgement was coming (Jude 14-15). Noah, without apology, proclaimed a credible God to those among whom he lived. Noah did the same. According to Genesis 6:5, humanity’s wickedness was great, and their hearts were continually evil. The world was so corrupt that God regretted even creating humanity (Genesis 6:6-7, 11). That idea that God regretted or grieved was put that way for our benefit. It is an anthropomorphic phrase. That is, the writer uses emotional language and phrasing to describe the actions and thoughts of a credible God. Sadly, a great invitation was given to all, to enter the ark (inferred by 2 Peter 2:5). Only one family, Noah’s, responded to that invitation. Noah preached. His preaching was an indictment and an invitation. 
He became an heir of righteousness.
Q: How does one become an heir?
A: One does nothing. The status is laid upon an heir, through no goodness or action of one’s own. 
Illus.
Prince Charles is heir to the throne of England. He didn’t do anything to become heir to the throne. He was simply born to Queen Elizabeth II and Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh. Because of his parents and ancestors before him, he is in a position to enjoy a quality of life he could not have designed on his own. Likewise, we who are God’s children can do nothing to make ourselves heirs of righteousness. There is no earned righteousness. There is only a bestowed righteousness. Our Heavenly Father made us his own by sending His son into the world. All who receive Christ have the right, according to John 1:12, to become (call themselves) children of God, heirs of righteousness.
Noah became righteous because he put his faith in a credible God and he obeyed God even when God’s assignment seemed outlandish. 
Noah pleased God.
Listen to Hebrews 11:7 one more time with its faith bookends.
7 By faith Noah, being divinely warned of things not yet seen, moved with godly fear, prepared an ark for the saving of his household, by which he condemned the world and became heir of the righteousness which is according to faith.

Noah was a man of faith. Noah, like Enoch, walked with God (Genesis 6:9). Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord (Genesis 6:8).
[bookmark: TheVesselInWhichMosesMotherPlacedHimToPr]There is no ark available today. The Hebrew word for ark (tebah) means chest or casket or boat. The same word is used in Exodus 2:3, describing the vessel in which Moses’ mother placed him, to protect him from being slaughtered. Today, I have no physical tebah to offer you.
There is, however, a place, a box, of safety. Today, a relationship with God through Jesus Christ is our ark. In faith we enter in, to a relationship which saves us from the judgement to come.

Louis Gander has written a poem about Noah’s Ark, using the word massive in each stanza.
Noah's Ark
by louis gander 
http://www.ganderpoems.org 

It must have been a massive chore
to build an ark so large,
for such a man so elderly,
but man who would take charge.

It must have been a massive job
with those archaic tools,
(no power saws or cordless drills).
He seemed to break all rules.

It must have taken massive trust
to know what it was for -
to dedicate so many years -
to build so far offshore.

It must have taken massive faith
to face a sneering crowd.
To build the ark took many years
while they had laughed out loud.

It must have been a massive feat
corralling animals -
but two by two, they all had come
with elephants and bulls.

It must have been a massive herd -
it must have been a sight -
from large to small they gathered 'round
but all came out just right.

It must have been a massive rain
that flooded all the ground -
and Noah could not save the lost.
God shut the door. They drowned.

It must have been a massive storm -
for forty nights and days.
But when the storm clouds did disperse,
God blesses us His ways...

And bursting forth in massive hues,
a vibrant bowing arc,
was God's terrific rainbow
for Noah and his ark.


May you and I be people of faith in a credible God and show to the world around us, big boat faith.


Amen
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