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Bypassing Death
Text: Hebrews 11:5; Genesis 5:21-24; Jude 14-15
Gail Caldwell and Caroline Knapp were friends. Nine years apart in age, they were both dog lovers and one wanted to interview the other for a book about the bond between people and dogs. The two became as close as sisters. After Caroline died of cancer at age forty-two, seven weeks after being diagnosed with stage-four lung cancer, Gail Caldwell wrote a memoir of their friendship, titled Let’s Take the Long Way Home. Caldwell writes:

We walked the beaches that autumn, and the fire trails in winter, carrying liver snaps for the dogs and graham crackers for the humans. We walked until all four of us were dumb with fatigue. The dogs would go charging through the switchbacks while Caroline and I walked and talked—over time so much and so deeply that we began referring to our afternoon-long treks as analytic walks.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Gail Caldwell. Let’s Take the Long Way Home, p.18 Kindle edition] 


Enoch is described as one who had a rich relationship with God. Like Gail Caldwell and Caroline Knapp, Enoch and God walked together.
In the Bible, walk refers to one’s lifestyle, one’s ways.

Ephesians 2:1-2
And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins, 2 in which you once walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of disobedience...


Colossians 3:5-7
5 Therefore put to death your members which are on the earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. 6 Because of these things the wrath of God is coming upon the sons of disobedience, 7 in which you yourselves once walked when you lived in them.

Ephesians 5:8
For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light

Enoch walked with God (Genesis 5:24).
Noah walked with God (Genesis 6:9).
You and I are invited to walk with God:
Micah 6:8:
He has shown you, O man, what is good;
And what does the Lord require of you
But to do justly,
To love mercy,
And to walk humbly with your God?

Genesis 5:22 says Enoch fathered Methuselah when he was sixty-five. For the next three hundred years Enoch walked with God and pleased God. I wonder if it was the experience of becoming a parent that made Enoch get serious about his faith. Enoch pleased God by his walk and by his ways. I propose that Enoch pleased God by his faith. Oh, for a faith like Enoch’s!! Enoch even named his son, Methuselah, by faith. One of the meanings of Methuselah’s name is When he dies, it shall come. Perhaps Enoch saw ahead and knew that after the death of  Methuselah, God would send devastation upon the earth. It is as if Enoch had his finger on the pulse of God. He knew God was at work in the world and he walked with God, in faith.
It was clear, to all who observed Enoch, that Enoch took God seriously. I want to offer three observations about Enoch that might qualify him to appear in this hall of the faith-filled, in Hebrews 11. 
Enoch lived in a moral cesspool 
Enoch had a positive testimony
Enoch made an unusual exit from the earth
1. Enoch in a moral cesspool
In Jude 14, Enoch is mentioned as an illustration of a man who lives in a cesspool of a culture and who maintains his righteous stance in that moral cesspool. There were two Enochs in the book of Genesis. There was Enoch, the son of Cain (Genesis 4:17). There was also Enoch, the son of Jared and father of Methuselah (Genesis 5:18-21). That’s the Enoch referred to in Hebrews 11 and in Jude. That is the Enoch who was in the seventh generation from Adam.
Jude 14:
Now Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied about these men also, saying “Behold, the Lord comes with ten thousand of His saints, to execute judgement on all, to convict all who are ungodly among them of all their ungodly deeds which they have committed in an ungodly way, and of all the harsh things which ungodly sinners have spoken against Him.”
We, like Enoch, live in a Godless cesspool of a society. Yet, God has kept us and made it possible for us to still be people of faith. We proclaim Christ to the culture. We, like Enoch, live in faith and walk by faith. We aim to have influence, impact. We aim to leave a mark.
Illus.
John Geddie (10 April 1815 – 14 December 1872) was a Scots-Canadian missionary who was known as "the father of Presbyterian missions in the South Seas." He pioneered missionary work in the New Hebrides islands, now known as Vanuatu. After his death, a tablet was installed behind the pulpit in the church where he preached. It reads:


"In memory of John Geddie, D.D., born in Scotland, 1815, minister in Prince Edward Island seven years, Missionary sent from Nova Scotia to Aneiteum for twenty-four years. When he landed in 1848, there were no Christians here, and when he left in 1872 there were no heathen."


2. Enoch had a positive testimony
Before Enoch was taken up in the heavens, he developed testimony, a reputation. He pleased God. That was it. People who observed him knew that Enoch was serious about his relationship with God. How about you? I’m not asking if people know that you go to church or know that you’re religious. Do people know that you are in a growing relationship with the Lord God? Are people picking up on your intention to please God? The word testimony in Hebrews 11:5 is the Greek word martyreo. It means to bear record, to obtain a good or honest report, give evidence. Enoch’s life bore witness to the fact that something was going on between him and God. There was evidence. There was a witness. It was clear to all, that Enoch was a man of faith. Are you developing a good record, a good report, a good testimony? If you were accused of being a Christian, would there be enough evidence to convict you?
Illus.
In his book, I Almost Missed the Sunset, Bill Gaither writes:
Gloria and I had been married a couple of years. We were teaching school in Alexandria, Indiana, where I had grown up, and we wanted a piece of land where we could build a house. I noticed the parcel south of town where cattle grazed, and I learned it belonged to a 92-year-old retired banked named Mr. Yule. He owned a lot of land in the area, and word was he would sell none of it. He gave the same speech to everyone who inquired: “I promised the farmers they could use it for their cattle.”
Gloria and I visited him at the bank. Although he was retired, he spent a couple of hours each morning in his office. He looked at us over the top of his bifocals.
I introduced myself and told him we were interested in a piece of his land. “Not selling,” he said pleasantly. “Promised it to a farmer for grazing.”
“I know, but we teach school here and thought maybe you’d be interested in selling it to someone planning to settle in the area.”
He pursed his lips and stared at me. “What’d you say your name was?”
“Gaither. Bill Gaither.”
“Hmmm. Any relation to Grover Gaither?”
“Yes, sir. He was my granddad.”
Mr. Yule put down his paper and removed his glasses. “Interesting. Grover Gaither was the best worker I ever had on my farm. Full day’s work for a day’s pay. So honest. What’d you say you wanted?”
I told him again.
“Let me do some thinking on it, then come back and see me.”
I came back within the week, and Mr. Yule told me he had had the property appraised. I held my breath. “How does $3,800 sound? Would that be okay?”
If that was per acre, I would have to come up with nearly $60,000! “$3,800?” I repeated.
“Yup. Fifteen acres for $3,800.”
I knew it had to be worth at least three times that. I readily accepted.
Nearly three decades later, my son and I strolled that beautiful, lush property that had once been pastureland. “Benjy” I said, “you’ve had this wonderful place to grow up through nothing that you’ve done, but because of the good name of a great granddad you never met.”
“A good name is more desirable than great riches; to be esteemed is better than silver or gold.” (Prov. 22:1).

3. Enoch’s unusual exit
As chapters go, Genesis 5 is rather uninteresting. It is a genealogy. Genealogies are usually pretty boring. “So and so begot so and so and lived so many years and he died.” That’s the rhythm of the typical genealogy. Much of Genesis 5 reads that way until we get to the verses which speak of Enoch.
Look at Genesis 5:5, 8, 11,14 ,17, 20 THEN 24. Enoch did not die.
Enoch is one of two biblical characters who did not taste death. They were translated, taken out of the earth by a different mode. Elijah is the other. 
 2 Kings 2:11:
Then it happened that as they continued on and talked, that suddenly a chariot of fire appeared with horses of fire and separated the two of them: and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven.
Genesis 5:24
And Enoch walked with God; and he was not, for God took him.
Amos 3:3 asks the rhetorical question,
Can two walk together, unless they are agreed? 
Are you taking long walks with God?

A final word to the mothers present. Live in such a way as to leave a visible Enoch-like testimony of faith in a credible God. Let your children and grandchildren and great-grandchildren and nieces and nephews and in-laws and outlaws see your walk with God, the God of creation, the Father of our Lord Jesus.

Closing
“How you live will determine how you leave”- Tony Evans
Enoch, man of faith, left the planet in a most memorable way.

Illus.
There is a story of the little girl who went to Sunday School and when she came home, her mamma asked, “What did you study about?”
She answered, “About a man named Enoch.”
“Well, what about him?”
She replied, “We learned that Enoch walked with God. Every day God would come by his house and say to Enoch, ‘Let’s take a walk.’ Enoch would say, ‘All right,’ because he liked to walk with God. So, every day they took a walk. It got so that Enoch would wait at the gate for God to come, and then they would take a walk together. One day they walked a long, long way. Finally, Enoch said, ‘It’s late, I must get back home.’ God said, ‘Enoch, you are nearer my home than you are your home. Come on home with me.’”

Amen

