	1 of 2
Pastor Richard Allen Farmer
The Crossroads Church
5587 Redan Road
Stone Mountain, GA 30088
770-469-9069
Faith Defined
Text: Hebrews 11:1-3, 6

When Sam and his wife Myrtle boarded their flight for Honolulu they went through the plane’s door and immediately turned right. They went to row 17 and sat down in seats 17 A and B. They did not go to the cockpit. They did not interview the pilot and ask about her fitness for flight. They did not ask the first officer for his logbook. They never asked the flight attendants about the last they rehearsed rescue procedures. Sam and Myrtle assumed that all was well, that the plane was well-maintained and that the crew was not drunk. Sam and Myrtle were exercising faith. Faith is confidence in a person or system or idea or item(thing). Sam and Myrtle had faith in the airplane, the airline, the crew. We’re not talking about biblical faith here. I want to suggest that every person exercises faith on some level. I will describe biblical faith later. For now, note that every person has some confidence in some things and some ones.
We turn our keys or push our buttons on our car ignition systems, and we expect the car will start. We report to our jobs and have confidence that on the fifteenth and thirtieth of the month our employer will make a direct deposit into our account. The retired person believes that pension and social security income will arrive regularly, without problems. That’s faith.

Biblical faith is of another kind. It is a confidence in what God has said and done. Biblical faith is directly tied to the character of our credible God. Biblical faith takes God at His word. I was a bit ambitious in my sermon title. This passage describes faith more than it defines it. This passage tells us what biblical faith looks like.
Warren Wiersbe writes:
True Bible faith is confident obedience to God’s Word in spite of circumstances and consequences.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Warren Wiersbe. The Bible Exposition Commentary. Hebrews 11:1-3] 

This text does not give us a comprehensive definition of faith. It does, however, tell us much about the nature of faith. Faith is very practical and non-abstract. By the way, make nothing of the word “now” in verse one. On YouTube I heard a preacher screaming and foaming at the mouth, telling a congregation that he didn’t want a last year faith. He wanted a “now faith”. 

Faith is substance (of that which is hoped for)

hupŏstasis, hoop-os´-tas-is; a setting under (support). Faith is that which supports our navigating the adventure of walking with God. Faith supports, undergirds not only our now. It also supports our future. Listen to the careful wording of this text. Faith is the support of things hoped for. That is, a confidence in what God has said informs not only that which we see, but that which we do not yet see.

Faith is evidence (of things not seen). Proof; conviction. Biblical faith produces an inward conviction that God will do what God said God would do. To have biblical faith is to walk around with a promissory note in hand and heart, believing that God will...
Illus.
My maternal grandparents were married for 63 years and had the best marriage I’ve seen so far.
My grandmother told the story of an afternoon visit with a friend of hers. Rather randomly, the friend aid, “I have a taste for some chocolate. Rebecca, do you have any chocolate candy?” My grandmother said, “No, but if you’ll wait an hour, I’ll give you a piece of chocolate.” An hour later my grandfather walked in, kissed my grandmother on the lips and handed her a box of chocolates. Grandma then offered her friend a piece of chocolate. Grandma’s friend asked, “How did you know he would have chocolates with him?” Grandma said, “It’s simple. Every payday he brings me either a half gallon of ice cream or chocolates. This was his week for chocolates!” Biblical faith is our making promises to another about the future, based on the reliability of a God who does what He says He will do.
       Biblical faith is confident about things not seen. Cf. Hebrews 10:35-39. We are not those who draw back. Rather, we forge ahead. Believing. Convinced.
Illus.
	During an especially trying time in the work of the China Inland Mission, Hudson Taylor wrote to his wife, "We have twenty-five cents--and all the promises of God!
W. Wiersbe, Wycliffe Handbook of Preaching & Preachers, p. 242.




Faith is affirmation (by God; a good report)

As we exercise biblical faith- that is, confidence in God- God bears witness to our faith and affirms it! Cf. Verses 4, 5, 39. It is almost as if we are being graded as we go along. The exercise of biblical faith contributes to our report card. Faith is my way of demonstrating to God, my confidence in God.

Some brag that they don’t have faith or that they have very little faith. Let’s go with that. If your confidence in God is small, like a mustard seed, hold to that and grow that seed. The reason being that, according to verse six, we need faith in order to please God. If you are a person who has no biblical faith, that can change today! Would you trust God to place in you the seed of belief in God and His word?
Illus.
One night a house caught fire and a young boy was forced to flee to the roof. The father stood on the ground below with outstretched arms, calling to his son, "Jump! I'll catch you." He knew the boy had to jump to save his life. All the boy could see, however, was flame, smoke, and blackness. As can be imagined, he was afraid to leave the roof. His father kept yelling: "Jump! I will catch you." But the boy protested, "Daddy, I can't see you." The father replied, "But I can see you and that's all that matters."


Biblical faith does not put us in the position of knowing all things. It reminds us that we are known.
Biblical faith does not suggest that we can see through the smoke and fire and. trials. It only says that we are seen by our Father. 


Jump! 
Our reliable God will catch you. 


Amen
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