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Going, Not Knowing
Text: Hebrews 11:8-10; Genesis 12:1-4a

There are several bible passages that suggest an immediate compliance after God speaks and issues a command. 
Jeremiah 13:1- Thus the Lord said to me:”Go and get yourself a linen sash...”. Jeremiah 13:2- So I got a sash according to the word of the Lord.
     Jeremiah 13:4- “Take the sash that you acquired... and arise, go the Euphrates.
     Jeremiah 13:5- So I went and hid it by the Euphrates.
     Jeremiah 13:6- “Arise, go to the Euphrates...”
     Jeremiah 13:7- Then I went to the Euphrates
Genesis 6:14- Make yourself an ark of gopherwood; Genesis 6:22- This Noah did; according to all that God commanded him, so he did.
Genesis 12:1- Now the Lord had said to Abram: “Get out of your country...”
     Genesis 12:4- So Abram departed as the Lord had spoken to him...
Abram. Listening to what God says....and then doing it. By the time we get to the roll call of the faith-filled in Hebrews 11, Abram is remembered for his compliance and his becoming a nomad at the command of Yahweh. Abram trusted a credible God for a future that Abram could not see. 
If we want to be like Abram, we must commit ourselves to:

Proceeding with little more than a promise (Genesis 12:1-3). Abram was not given much detail or information or encouragement or hope or direction. All Abram had was instruction from a credible God. That is enough to go on. He is seventy-five years old (Genesis 12:4). Given the lifespan of people in those days, seventy-five might be considered young. Today, a person is a senior at age seventy-five. Whether you are a young person, near the beginning of your journey or a senior headed, soon, to your eternal home, are you obeying God? John Phillips says that what we have in this text, in Genesis 12, is a statement of faith and then a step of faith.[footnoteRef:2] In Abram we see a compliant God-follower.
 [2:  John Phillips, Exploring Genesis.  P. 114] 



Dwelling...and waiting (Hebrews 11:9-10). Abram dwelt in the land of promise. That is, Abram lived in a specific place, on a piece of real estate. It was all so spiritually revolutionary to him that it was as if Abram was in a foreign country. He was waiting on the promise, while working out what it means to do life. The inference of Hebrews 11:9 is that Abram is sharing this contagious faith in a credible God, with his heirs. Isaac and Jacob are heirs of the same promise in which Abram believes. By the way, do your heirs know of your faith in our credible God. I know you’re embracing the promises of God but do your children and grandchildren know what you believe? Do your heirs know the God of promise in whom you’ve placed your trust? I pray so. Abram has his eye on the city God promised. What may we say of that city?
It has foundations
Its builder and maker is God

Saints, I want you to get this: To live a life of faith is to sometimes dwell in an earthly tent, while having our sights set on a heavenly city.

Oswald Chambers:
The life of faith is not so much one of mounting up with wings as eagles, as it is a life of walking and not fainting...faith never knows where it is being led, but it loves and knows the One who is leading.

In Abram we see not only a compliant God-follower but a faith-filled pilgrim as well.

The life of faith is the life of pilgrimage and submission. It is the life that bows to the speaking, credible God who speaks to us and calls us and issues outlandish imperatives. Go! Give! Be! Love! Thank! Think! Believe! Trust! Remember!

There are sooooooooooooo many things we do not know. But there are some things we know!
I know Whom I have believed and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I’ve committed to Him (2 Timothy 1:12). I know that!
I know that God works all things together for good to them that love the Lord (that’s us) and are the called according to His purpose (Romans 8:28). I know that!
I know that me Redeemer lives and that he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth (Job 19:25). I know that!
We know that we abide in Him (1 John 4:13). I know that!

Like Abram of old, we hear God speak and we go, often knowing nothing except that God has spoken.
We are the people who are going...not knowing.

Amen
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