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Helped by Hadassah, Part 3
Text: Esther 5:1-8

Recall that the protocol of the king’s court states that if one went before the king, without having been called, only the one to whom the king extended the golden scepter lived. All others would die (4:11). Esther has found favor with the king (2:9, 17) and the scepter is extended to her. Verse 2 calls Esther Queen for the first time in the narrative.
A blank check is given to Esther: “What do you wish?”
I often fantasize about how I would answer such a question.
I heard a joke about three men stranded on an island. A genie appeared and offered each man one wish. The first said, “I’ve enjoyed being out here, surrounded by water. I simply want better accommodations. He requested a 200-foot yacht, fully crewed and fully stocked and instantaneously he was on a yacht. The second fellow said, “I want to go back home to Chicago and I want to live on the fortieth floor of a high-rise luxury condo building. I want floor to ceiling windows and a commanding view of Lake Michigan. Within seconds he was there. The third guy was asked, “What do you wish?”. He replied, “I wish my two friends were back here with me”.
Esther decides not to answer the question until the king and Haman attend a banquet prepared by Esther. The men attend the banquet, the question is posed again (What do you want?) and Esther responds by proposing another banquet the next day. (5:6-8)
After a description of Haman’s ego-driven behavior in 5:9-6:14, Esther answers the question (What is your petition?), in 7:1-4.
Her request? Let me and my people live. That is, cancel the contract that was put out on us (3:12-13).
When the king inquires as to who put out the death contract, and is told that it was Haman, the king ordered Haman to be hanged on the gallows Haman had erected for Mordecai!!!! (5:13-14; 7:10)
7:7 is almost humorous as Haman, who issued a death edict for all Jews, begs a Jewish woman for his life.
Haman is sentenced to death for issuing the edict that all Jews be killed and for violating harem protocol. According to Persian law, no man was permitted to be within seven paces of any member of the king’s harem. When the king returns from his angry trip to the garden, he finds Haman on the couch where Esther was (7:7-8). Too close. Clearly, a violation of protocol.
Lessons learned from Hadassah
One cannot continually practice evil and go unpunished. 7:9-10
Eventually, God balances the scales.
Luke 12:2-3:
2. For there is nothing covered that will not be revealed, nor hidden that will not be known. 3 Therefore whatever you have spoken in the dark will be heard in the light, and what you have spoken in the ear in inner rooms will be proclaimed on the housetops.
3. Often, our sovereign God issues a decree of life that reverses the decrees(s) of death. I have very intentionally used the words often and sovereign. God does whatever He pleases(sovereignty) and sometimes(often) He reverses an edict or an action we deem inevitable. Compare 3:12-13 with 8:7-11. There are details in this story that do not make sense to us. I must read those details through the lens of belief in God’s sovereignty. For instance, read 8:11. I would think that reversing the death edict would mean Jews don’t have to die. However, this text says that the king’s new decree gave Jews the freedom to not only protect themselves but to annihilate all who assaulted them or who threatened to do so. Why? I don’t know. God seems to be pro-life. Other times God actually instructs one group to destroy another group. Why? I don’t know.
There was a decree of death issued against me. I was dead in trespasses and sins and deserved to die. God, by the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, reversed the decree and said, “live!!”
4. Often, the maligned become the models. 
The text does not allow me to make too much of this, but two phrases jump out of the pages of holy writ and into my spirit here. 
8:16- The Jews had light and gladness, joy and honor.
That was not always the case. God has been at work through Esther, through Mordecai, through King Ahasuerus and even through Haman. Now darkness is replaced by light and the people once marked for annihilation are full of gladness. Beloved, weeping may endure for many nights, but eventually joy comes.
The other phrase that commands my attention is at the end of 8:17: Then many of the people of the land became Jews, because fear of the Jews fell upon them. WHAT????
These were the despised ones. These were people marked for holocaust. Now, people want to become them? 
Illus.
My Anglo friends, I must tell you that we people of color chuckle at some of your ways. You comment, sometimes, about our dark skin and then we see you at the beach trying to get a tan! The maligned have become the models. :-)
Perhaps Persians began to embrace the God who was at work among the Jews. Perhaps the Jews’ calm was observed. There was something happening in the Jewish people that moved them from pitiable to enviable.
Closing
The United States Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington, D.C. is a linear experience in which you must move along and hear a story. One consultant said of the museum, 
“It is a linear experience. You cannot, for example, wander about as you can in the gallery of most museums. When you think about it, wandering about is really a democratic decision. That is, you pick what you’re going to see and in what order. In the Holocaust Museum it’s really an autocratic decision. You either go forward or you go home but there is no wandering about, thank you.”[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Elaine Heumann Gurian in Riches, Rivals & Radicals: 100 Years of Museums in America.] 

Esther is in a linear adventure with God. There is no wandering about. She either goes forward or she goes home. She is now queen. The golden scepter has been extended, Haman has been dealt with (7:10). Mordecai has been rewarded (8:15). There is a straight line along which we can track the movements of a sovereign God.
Illus.
Oskar Schindler (1908-1974) was a German industrialist, member of the Nazi Party and owner of an enamelware and munitions factory. Initially he was a profit-obsessed businessman. However, something happened in Schindler’s heart and mind. He began to defend and provide for 1,200 Jews in his employ. Schindler seemed to be on a linear journey with no wandering allowed.
I watched Schindler’s List last night. At the end of the film, Schindler’s Jews, the people he saved from death, and their descendants, laid small stones on the grave of Oskar Schindler. He who was once maligned, became a model.
May I remind you of another who was maligned and became a model? 
Isaiah 53:
2 He has no form or comeliness;
And when we see Him,
There is no beauty that we should desire Him.

3 He is despised and rejected by men,
A Man of sorrows and acquainted with grief.
And we hid, as it were, our faces from Him;
He was despised, and we did not esteem Him.

4 Surely, He has borne our griefs
And carried our sorrows;
Yet we esteemed Him stricken,
Smitten by God, and afflicted.
5 But He was wounded for our transgressions,
He was bruised for our iniquities;
The chastisement for our peace was upon Him,
And by His stripes we are healed.
6 All we like sheep have gone astray;
We have turned, everyone, to his own way;
And the Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all.

God’s name is not once mentioned in this book. The power of prayer is not referenced. However, God is clearly at work. God continues to be at work in us. Thank you, Hadassah. Thank you, God. Thank you, Jesus. I have light and gladness and joy. God has reversed my circumstances. Hallelujah!
Amen
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