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Helped by Hadassah, Part 1
The book of Esther:
Does not name its author
One of only two books of the bible bearing women’s names (Ruth being the other).
One of two books of the Bible that does not mention God’s name even once. Song of Solomon is the other. Not at all. The king’s name is mentioned multiple times. God’s name? Not once!
The Feast of Purim is instituted in this book. The book of Esther is still read by Jews today, at the Feast of Purim.
There are seven feasts/banquets described in this book (1:3,9; 2:18; 5:4-5; 7:1-2; 8:17; 9:17-22).
Esther’s name means star. 
I will, in this sermon, introduce you to four characters. 

1. King Ahasuerus (Xerxes)

King Ahasuerus reigned 486-465 BC. He continued the work done by his father, Darius, and consolidated the kingdom the empire from India (present day Pakistan) to Ethiopia. Our study begins with a description of an extravagant party, thrown by the king, that lasted for 6 months (1:1-4). That party was for the elite (1:3). The purpose of the party was to simply display the king’s wealth (1:4). After that six-month party, the king threw another party, for ordinary citizens (1:5), which lasted for seven days. 
2. Queen Vashti
In his drunkenness, King Ahasuerus calls for his beautiful wife to come. The queen was hosting her own feast (1:9). He wants to show her off (1:10-11). Queen Vashti refuses to be put on display, and the king gets angry (and embarrassed). That refusal by Vashti, to be paraded in front of her husband’s guests, is the event that provides the rationale for the rest of the book. The only reason we know about Queen Esther is because there was this refusal by Queen Vashti.  In chapter two, a beauty contest is proposed. The king with the wounded ego calls for a beauty contest (2:2-4). I like the thought of a pretty woman. I married one. 


3. Mordecai
Mordecai’s family had been part of the deportation of Jews to Babylon. He had a cousin named Esther, whose parents were deceased. Mordecai raised Esther as if she were his own daughter (2:5-7). Mordecai thinks Esther should enter the beauty pageant arranged by the king.
There were only three requirements if you wanted to be a contestant:
Beautiful...young...virgin. (v. 2:3)
4. Esther (Hadassah [2:7])
Chapter 2, verse 7 of this book says that Esther, one of the contestants, was lovely and beautiful. She was also young and virginal. Each young lady was given a year to get prepared to spend a night with the king. She had six months of working with oil and myrrh and another six months with perfumes and other cosmetic preparations (2:12).
Illus.
A beautiful young lady told her friend, “My boyfriend said I’m pretty. Well, the entire sentence was, ‘You’re pretty annoying’ but I choose to focus on the positive.” :-)
Let’s look at the lovely and beautiful Esther. 
I offer three lessons learned from Hadassah.

Physical beauty is good, but a sense of purpose is better. Cf. 2:7; 4:13-16; Proverbs 31:30

Our sense of purpose ought to lead us to lives of influence and impact. “She obtained favor in the sight of ALL” (2:15). Esther was given special treatment and received more perks than the other women (2:9). Even if this is hyperbole (favor in the sight of ALL), Esther clearly impressed most people she met and most people who observed her. (v. 15)

As we are on our way to living these lives of influence and impact, there are some very difficult choices that must be made.

According to the text, there was moral compromise involved. King Ahasuerus was sexually auditioning the young women. Colin D. Jones says that the beauty contest was a sordid meat market.[footnoteRef:2] The young, beautiful virgins would go into the king’s chambers and sleep with him [2:  Colin D. Jones, Exploring Esther: Serving the Unseen God (Day One Publications 2005), 40] 

 (2:12-14). Apparently, it went well when the king and Esther did the horizontal hokey-pokey. But at what cost did Esther obtain the crown? This is one of the thornier parts of the story. True, Esther pleased the king (v.17). However, Esther also compromised her integrity. There are suggestions that one way to understand the narrative is to see that Esther was coerced. She reluctantly went in to the king. That may be true. However, she went in to the king. The king did not disband his harem. He loved Esther more than the other women, but he still loved the other women (v.17). How badly do I want the crown? What moral or sexual concessions would I be willing to make? The king was smitten by Esther, and he crowned her queen, in place of Vashti, the queen that publicly humiliated and embarrassed him (2:17).
I am helped by Hadassah. If nothing else, Queen Esther forces me to think about how I’m living. Hadassah makes me analyze how I arrived at the place where I am. She makes me rethink my plans, strategies, dreams, and goals. Esther is now queen, but the crown came at a cost.
Closing
Let us examine ourselves and make every decision in light of its implications for our future as well as our present.
Amen
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