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Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross
Text: Galatians 6:11-15

 I remember being in a hotel room on a Saturday night several years ago. I was going over my sermon for the next morning and needed glasses in order to read my small print bible. I was annoyed that my eyes were failing me. 
Paul is alluding, possibly, to some visual impairment here. Some believe Paul may have had an ophthalmological condition and had failing eyesight by this time. He sometimes used a scribe (an amanuensis) to take down his thoughts. In this text, he wants us to know that he is doing the writing. “Large letters”, some think, could also refer to the length of the epistle rather than the individual written letters on the scroll. One commentator suggested that “large letters” would be equivalent to bold, uppercase letters today. That is, Paul wants to emphasize what he is writing. Cf. 1 Corinthians 16:21; Colossians 4:18; 2 Thessalonians 3:17.
Paul’s concern, as he closes the epistle, is those legalists and their rules/compulsions. The aim of the Judaizers was to swell the ranks of their converts. They wanted to get as many people circumcised as possible. Paul says cutting away pieces of flesh on a person’s body does not, in the long run, count for much. What really matters, says Paul, is transformation. Thinking purely physically, circumcision is a form of deformation. Paul advocates for transformation.

The first century preacher had two choices. The preacher could preach the cross, which would likely lead to persecution (Galatians 5:11). Alternatively, the preacher could preach circumcision or legalism and avoid persecution (Galatians 6:12). To preach the cross is to preach Jesus! Today, the equivalent of what was going on in the Galatian region is the gospel of good words or the suggestion that if you just get baptized or join the church you’ll be spiritually set. 

Paul would rightly say that is not enough. Paul would say neither circumcision nor uncircumcision amount to anything (6:15). The goal is transformation.

Paul wants to say boasting is inappropriate. cf. Galatians 1:13-14; Philippians 3:3-7. HOWEVER, Paul would say, there is an exception to the “no boasting”. We may boast in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Because of what Christ did on the cross, the perception of it has changed. That which was an instrument of torture becomes a symbol of Christ’s extraordinary love for humanity. Jesus, keep me near the cross.

That cross has affected a needed death in me. (6:14) That is, the world has been crucified to me and I to it. Recall the line, “You’re dead to me” in movies and plays.

That cross clarifies and becomes my obsession. (6:14). John R. W. Stott wrote, Paul’s whole world was in orbit round the cross. It filled his vision, illumined his life, warmed his spirit. He ‘gloried’ in it. It meant more to him than anything else. Our perspective should be the same.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  John R.W. Stott. The Cross of Christ. P. 351] 

The cross, not our statistics, ought to be our obsession!
V. 15- Our focus is no longer legalism but life. Not new rules. Rather, new creation. 
Warren Wiersbe:
...to the first century citizen, the cross was not a beautiful piece of jewelry; it was the lowest form of death and the ultimate in humiliation. The proper Roman citizen would never mention the cross in polite conversation. It stood for rejection and shame. (The Bible Exposition Commentary)
1 Corinthians 1:18-31 speaks of what some think of the message of the cross. 
To the Jews, it is a stumbling block (1 Corinthians 1:23)
To the Greeks, it is foolishness (1Corinthians 1:23)
To those who are perishing, it is foolishness (1 Corinthians 1:18)
To those of us who are being saved, it is the power of God (1 Corinthians 1:18).
John Scott closes his book about the cross suggesting that the cross of Christ should be central in four spheres.
The cross is the ground of our justification.
The cross is the means of our sanctification.
The cross is the subject of our witness.
The cross is the object of our boasting.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  ibid. p. 350-351] 


Fanny Crosby wrote the hymn that is my prayer and I trust will be your prayer also.

Jesus, keep me near the cross;
There a precious fountain,
Free to all, a healing stream,
Flows from Calvary's mountain.

Refrain:
In the cross, in the cross,
Be my glory ever,
Till my raptured soul shall find
Rest beyond the river.

Near the cross, a trembling soul,
Love and mercy found me;
There the bright and Morning Star
Sheds its beams around me.
(Refrain)

Near the cross! O Lamb of God,
Bring its scenes before me;
Help me walk from day to day
With its shadow o'er me.
(Refrain)

Near the cross I'll watch and wait,
Hoping, trusting ever,
Till I reach the golden strand
Just beyond the river.
(Refrain)    

AMEN.                    
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