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Up!
Text: Revelation 1:9-18

Comedian Jerry Seinfeld, maser of observational humor, points out that with parents everything is down.
Slow down
Calm down
Come down here 
Put that down
Sit down
Keep it down in there
With children, Seinfeld says, everything is up.
Wait up
Hold up 
Shut up
Mom, I’ll clean up
Let me stay up
On this festival day I want to celebrate the up side of Jesus. Even Christ’s suffering, Christ’s agony, might be seen through an upward lens.
I want to look at Christ’s life, Christ’s death and Christ’s rising from the grave, all through the lens of up.

1. Christ’s up life
Although He was God in human form, when our Lord Christ walked the earth, he submitted Himself to God His father. Luke tells the story of the twelve- year-old Jesus getting separated from His family when they were traveling from Jerusalem after the Passover. Mary, Jesus’s mother went to look for Him. When she told Jesus that she and Joseph had been looking for Him, Jesus said, “Did you not know that I must be about my Father’s business?” (Luke 2:42, 49). Here is the young teen making it known that He looks up, He listens up. In fact, Jesus lived up. That is, He alone lived up to the demands of a holy God. You and I could not do that. We tried. Our good is not good enough. Our morality is not enough. Our humanitarianism, though laudable, is not enough to satisfy an offended God. We are still plagued by our rebellion against God, our sin. Jesus lives up to the demands of God. In the garden of Gethsemane, Jesus prayed, “Abba, Father all things are possible for You. Take this cup away from Me; nevertheless, not what I will, but what You will.” Hear Jesus as he submits Himself to His father. Jesus lived up.

2. Christ’s journey up to Calvary
Jesus continues up to His death. Many of you have been to Israel and you have walked the Via Dolorosa, the Way of Suffering. It is an uphill walk from the Monastery to the Church of the Holy Sepulcher. According to tradition, this is the path Jesus followed as He went to His crucifixion and burial.  When Jesus went to His death, He went up! Luke introduces the Palm Sunday event by writing, Wh                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           en he had said this, He went on ahead going up to Jerusalem. (Luke 19:28) That going up of Jesus was a substitutionary going up. That is, I should have been going up the way of suffering. You should have walked the Via Dolorosa. We were the ones who had offended God and who deserved to die. Jesus went up to Calvary in our places, on our behalf. Two truths exist in tension concerning Christ: He was put to death by evil humans (Acts 2:23) AND He willingly gave His life, laying His life down for you and for me (John 10:18). Both are true. He was murdered and He was a sacrificial lamb. He went up to death.


3. Christ’s getting up from the tomb
You recall the story. Jesus is laid in a borrowed tomb and stays in that tomb from Good Friday to Sunday morning. Then Jesus, Lord of Lord and King of Kings, conquers death and rises from the dead. On the Day of Pentecost, Peter preached a compelling, persuasive sermon. In that sermon Peter spoke of Jesus as the One whom God raised up, having loosed the pains of death, because it was not possible that he should be held by it.(Acts 2:24).
Death is powerful but not that powerful. Death is mighty but not mighty enough to hold Jesus down. By His resurrection, Jesus was telling death not to get so cocky that it thinks it is final and ultimate. It is neither.
O Death, where is your sting?
O Grave, where is your victory?
Sonnet X (published in 1633)
BY JOHN DONNE
Death, be not proud, though some have called thee 
Mighty and dreadful, for thou art not so; 
For those whom thou think'st thou dost overthrow 
Die not, poor Death, nor yet canst thou kill me. 
From rest and sleep, which but thy pictures be, 
Much pleasure: then from thee much more must flow, 
And soonest our best men with thee do go, 
Rest of their bones, and soul's delivery. 
Thou art slave to fate, chance, kings, and desperate men, 
And dost with poison, war, and sickness dwell, 
And poppy or charms can make us sleep as well 
And better than thy stroke; why swell'st thou then? 
One short sleep past, we wake eternally 
And death shall be no more; Death, thou shalt die. 
Robert Lowry wrote:
Low in the grave He lay, Jesus, my Savior,
Waiting the coming day, Jesus, my Lord!
Refrain:
Up from the grave He arose,
With a mighty triumph o'er His foes,
He arose a Victor from the dark domain,
And He lives forever, with His saints to reign.
He arose! He arose! Hallelujah! Christ arose!
Vainly they watch His bed, Jesus, my Savior;
Vainly they seal the dead, Jesus, my Lord!
Refrain
Death cannot keep his Prey, Jesus, my Savior;
He tore the bars away, Jesus, my Lord!
United Methodist Hymnal, 1989

Jesus had very little. He seemed to borrow quite a bit. He borrowed a boy’s lunch to feed the multitude. He borrowed a boat from which to teach on crowd on the seashore. When He died, He had no pre-paid funeral arrangements. He had no tomb paid for and ready. Jesus borrowed again. He laid in that borrowed tomb until that glorious morning. On that morning, women went to the tomb. Their spirits were down. Their gaze was down. They noticed the stone was rolled away. A young man in white told them they were seeking One who was up! He is not here.  The women received a word of rebuke and encouragement at the same time. They were seeking the living amount the dead. He is not here.
The tomb is empty but we’re not.
Illus.
EDWIN HAWKINS
He Got Up 


Death where is your sting?
Sting where is your grave?
Grave where is your victory?

He got up
God raised him up
He got up
All power in his hand

(Repeat 4x) He got up
God raised him up

(Repeat 4x) He got up, up, up, up


Jesus lived up...to the demands of God
Jesus went up...to Calvary, up the Way of Suffering
Jesus got up...from the grave, in power and victory.
Illus.
I had the privilege of knowing all four of my grandparents. They lived in New York City, as I did, and I got to see them every week. Many of my peers lived in the northeast and their grandparents lived in the south. They only saw their grandparents once or twice a year. I was so fortunate. My grandparents lived around the corner from each other, in Harlem. My two grandmothers were as different as night is from day. To hear her tell it, one of them never had a good day in her life. To hear her tell it, the other one never had a bad day in her life.
One grandmother decided to live down while the other decided to live up. You have that same decision to make today. Quit whining. Decide to live up. Life is good. Stop complaining.
Appeal
Some of you listening to this may be down today. Your entire life could be described in one word: down!
We have people here today who would count it a privilege to speak with you about how you might live in and with the Christ who got up.
As we sing our closing hymn, I invite you to come forward and meet one of our First Responders.



Illus.
	A writer named Seamands tells of a Muslim who became a Christian in Africa. "Some of his friends asked him, 'Why have you become a Christian?' He answered, 'Well, it’s like this. Suppose you were going down the road and suddenly the road forked in two directions, and you didn't know which way to go, and there at the fork in the road were two men, one dead and one alive--which one would you ask which way to go?'"




 I am He who lives, and was dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore. Amen. And I have the keys of Hades and of Death.
Up!!!!
Amen
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